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< O que s@o Azereirais?
S&do comunidades de azereiro (Prunus lusitanica subsp. lusitanica), uma planta rara
e em perigo de extingdo (IUCN*), que sé existem na Peninsula Ibérica, Pirenéus
f franceses e Norte de Africa. S3o reliquias da vegetacao, do tipo Laurissilva, que
aqui existia ha varios milhdes de anos, quando o clima dominante era do tipo
’. subtropical (mais quente e himido que o atual).

Porque estao ameacados?
Mais abundantes no passado, os azereirais foram desaparecendo nos Ultimos

*IUCN - sigla em inglés para Unido Internacional para a Conservagao da Natureza

milhdes de anos, com os periodos glaciares e a medida que o clima se foi tornando
mais mediterranico (marcado por um periodo seco bem definido). Hoje
permanecem apenas em pequenos reflgios, como os observados na envolvente
das aldeias de Cabega e de Casal de Rei, assim como na Mata da Margaracga. As
suas principais ameacas sdo os fogos, as espécies invasoras e as alteragdes . e Prunus lusitanica
climaticas.
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O que estamos a fazer?
0 projeto LIFE-RELICT esta a recuperar e a incrementar estes azereirais dentro da
. Rede Natura 2000, assim como a diminuir as suas principais ameacas. Estamos a
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Venha conhecer e ajudar a preservar este patriménio!
Salba mals em http //www I|fereI|ct ect uevora. pt/
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Preserving Continental Laurissilva Relicts

o} Portuguese Laurel at Estrela Mountain
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4 What are Portuguese Laurel?
Portuguese Laurel (Prunus lusitanica subsp. lusitanica) is a rare and endangered plant
’. (IUCN*) that only exists in the Iberia Peninsula, french pyrenees and north of Africa. It
is a relict of the Laurissilva, a type of vegetation that existed here for several million
R years, when the dominant climate was subtropical (hotter and more humid than the
present)

r *IUCN - International Union for Conservation of Nature

Why are they threatened?

Being more abundant in the past, the Portuguese Laurel has been dissapearing in the
last millions of years due to glacial periods and as the climate became more
mediterranean (with a well-defined dry period). Today remains only in small refuges
as observed in the surroundings of Cabega and Casal do Rei villages, in Estrela
Mountain but also in Mata da Margaraca. The main threats are fire, invasive species
and climate change.
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Prunus lusitanica

What are we doing?
In the Life-Relict project, we are recovering and increasing the Portuguese Laurel
communities within the Natura 2000 Network in Portugal as well as minimizing its
|n threats We are also disclosing this relict habitat to local and national population,
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Come visit and help preservmg this hentage'
Learn more at www.liferelict. ect uevora pt
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