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Monchigue has a remarkable floristic diversity due to it local climate.
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In Monchique Mountain you can find rare plant species,

such as the native Rhododendron ponticum,

a Continental Laurissilva Relict!
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Laurissilva has found refuge in Macaronesia...
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...but there are still some Laurissilva relicts in
Monchigue Mountain that are being preserved!
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To improve substantially the conservation status of
Continental Relict laurel-leaved communities
within the Portuguese Natura 2000 Network.

Portuguese Laurel Rhododendron

Prunus lusitanica Rhododendron ponticum
subsp. lusitanica subsp. baeticum

Conservation Status is Unfavourable Bad with the

Conservation Trend of Unfavourable Decreasing




Rhododendron distribution

Distribution of Rhododendron ponticum subsp. baeticum Communities
It’s a rare species, endemic to the SW of the Iberian Peninsula.

In Portugal, is present only in 2 areas within the Natura 2000 Network
(Caramulo and Monchique Mountain).




Local vegetation
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Example of a Pontic

rhododendron flower
o éfbrk oak forest in areas | - |
with shallow soils ( )
" Pontic rhododendron in v
humid soils

Closed Fruit of
Pontic rhododendron

Willow trees close to the water line

Semi-open matured
fruit, displaying its
seeds

The Pontic rhododendron appears spontaneously in mountain
areas, in two distinct ecological positions: along waterways
(riparian position) and in the edges or groves of Monchique Oak

forests (Quercus canariensis). They are always in acid and
humid soils.




Main Threats

Forestry

Before 2005




CONSERVATION STRATEGY (through ecology)

Benefit the upper stages of ecological succession by
promoting all the potential forests

Holm oak (Quercus rotundifolia) — H9340




CONSERVATION STRATEGY (through restoration)

Benefit the upper stages of ecological succession by

promoting all the potential forests

Control of exotic species & fire risk
reduction

Improvement of the chestnut forest

Monitoring




CONSERVATION STRATEGY (through tourism)

Promote nature based tourism activities

Localizagdo da Rota das Adelfeiras
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RULES OF CONDUCT

Do not pull up Do not litter Do not leave Do not
Can walk Can take Can film You can ride plants neither the trail make fire
photographs a bike bother animals



CONSERVATION STRATEGY (through tourism)
Marked trail, audio guided and flyers

A Preservar as
Reliquias «; Laurissilva
Continental

Rota das Adelfeiras

Serra de Monchique
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Join us on the Rhododendron Route!
Get to know this rare habitat, the landscape and vegetation typical of the |
Monchique Mountain! |
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