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Plant ecology

Management and conservation

…
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National action plan for a particular habitat – don’t exist

Action plans or strategies for the conservation of habitats of 
Community interest

General conservation objectives were defined



Action plans or strategies for the conservation of habitats of 
Community interest

Management Plan

Strategic Environmental Assessment report

Protected Areas



Action plans or strategies for the conservation of habitats of 
Community interest

NO Management Plan
They are now in execution

Nature 2000 áreas
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)



Action plans or strategies for the conservation of habitats of 
Community interest

Most of the strategies for habitat conservation and restoration
come from PROJECTS (many of them led by ONG’s and/or Universities)



LIFE-CHARCOS  
Conservation of Temporary Ponds in the Southwest 
Coast of Portugal 
Habitat 1370*

LIFE-RELICT  
Preserving continental laurissilva Relicts  
Habitat 5230*

Prunus lusitanica Rhododendron ponticum
subsp. baeticum



Strategies for the conservation of habitats - what we needed to 
know before?

• Were is the habitat?

• Do we know its ecology and dynamics?

• How is its structure and associated biodiversity?

• How are they in terms of conservation (of each unit)?

• What are their main threats and pressures (from each unit)?

• Who are the landowners?

• Are there tested management technics for restoration?

• Do people know its importance? 

• What funding is available to maintain interventions in future?



2. Conservation status was 
assessed (in LIFE-Charcos a specific 
protocol was made)

1. Distribution map of the habitat

3. Study biodiversity (flora and 
fauna), ecology and dynamics

4. Selection of intervention areas 
and definition of Management 
Protocols

6. Implementation of awareness 
campaigns

5. Establishment of long-term 
lease agreements/or deals with 
landowners



Restoration and monitoring



Main problems/Challenges to the definition and 
implementation of action plans or strategies in 
Portugal 

• 1. Lack of habitat mapping (only exists for the Natura 2000 Network);

• 2. We are unaware of the conservation status of the habitats;

• 3. In Portugal, most of the land is private;

• 4. Lack of knowledge in vegetation dynamics;

• 5. Lack of funding to start and maintain interventions.

Obrigada




